
 

   Learning in Room 8  Year 6 Classroom 
 

Welcome to the year six class for 2021. I am Zainab Farooqi, the classroom teacher for 

the lovely year six students. We are pleased to be working with you and your family and 

have an exciting curriculum planned for the year. In the year six classroom we keep our 

students at the centre of everything we do. It is an absolute pleasure to be teaching 

senior school students as these are the crucial transition years of growth and 

development. We strive to engage students in their learning to make them self-motivated, 

critical thinking and  independent learners. It is their experiences and opportunities in 

these years that will shape and prepare them for intermediate schooling.  

 

Literacy  
In our classroom we understand the importance of every aspect of literacy skills such as 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. The daily teaching and learning incorporates each 

of these areas.  

 

Oral Language  
We have a rich and balanced literacy programme that focusses on students oral language 

development as it is the foundation to acquire and practise any literacy skills. Students 

build their vocabulary through different language building games such as hangman and 

taboo.  

 

Reading  
Students engage in a reading programme which involves but is not limited to silent 

sustained reading (SSR), shared reading, independent and guided reading. The focus is on 

developing and strengthening different reading comprehension skills such as inferencing, 

reorganisation, evaluating, summarising among others. This is achieved through different 

reading strategies such as reciprocal reading and literacy circles. These strategies help 

students develop the skills to locate, record, and organise information in preparation for 

writing.  

 

Students work individually and in small groups to build their reading and comprehension 

skills. They use various learning apps or websites such as Epic, Literacy Shed and Sunshine 

online to supplement their reading.  

 

At the end of Year 6, students should be at performing at Level 3 of the New Zealand 

Curriculum. Their reading age on formal assessments should be between 10 – 11 years.  

 

 

 



 

Writing  
The writing programme in the year six classroom focuses on the students to develop a 

love for personal expression and to realise how meaningful and significant it is. The weekly 

programme of writing includes handwriting, spelling, grammar and creative writing. 

Students are provided with opportunities to experience writing in a variety of genres such 

as descriptive, narrative, recounts, procedural, report and poetry writing.  

 

We conduct guided writing sessions with students to compose writing pieces of high 

quality text. Learning opportunities are planned for students to create and explore text 

structures and language features related to different genres. Students work 

independently or in pairs to create a writing piece. They often peer edit each other’s 

work. This enables them to experience, evaluate and improve their own writing style and 

that of others, thus promoting self and peer assessment.  

 

We use a level based spelling list  which is shared every 2 weeks on a Monday. There is a 

weekly spelling test on Friday. Every student has an individualised spelling list based on 

their  current level. They are expected to practise spelling at home regularly. At the end 

of each term there is a in class spelling bee competition.  

 

At the end of Year 6, students should be at performing at Level 3 of the New Zealand 

Curriculum.  

 

Numeracy  
The goal is to get the students to understand that Maths is everywhere around them. To 

get the students to think of Maths beyond the book and not just memorisation of 

strategies but also its application in real life situations. The aim is to get students to 

think in innovative, critical, strategic and logical ways to solve problems and to use 

mathematical language. 

 

The classroom teaching and learning focuses on number knowledge, number skills, Algebra, 

Geometry and Measurement and Statistics. These are taught individually and also in 

conjunction with each other. All mathematical concepts and skills are reinforced through 

practical problem solving situations.  

 

A lot of emphasis is laid on mastering basic facts. Students work daily on basic facts in 

the classroom. Daily revision of times tables up to 15 is strongly recommended for the 

students at home.  

 

Learning apps and websites such as e-ako Maths, Mathletics, Math is Fun, GeoGebra is 

recommended and used by the students to enrich their learning in Mathematics.  



 

At the end of Year 6, students should be at performing at Level 3 of the New Zealand 

Curriculum and Stage 6 for Numeracy.  

 

Health and Physical Education (PE)  
In health and PE the focus is centred around students developing an understanding of 

how to take care of their social emotional well-being and how to stay fit, healthy and 

happy. Lessons both from Islamic as well as general perspective to provide a 

comprehensive understanding.  

 

PE learning is set to develop skills such as coordination and cooperation, team building 

exercises, and sports through various games and activities. Students take part in fitness 

activities twice a week and practise skills related to sports more than three times a week. 

They also participate in interschool team sports.  

 

Inquiry Learning  
Every term a big idea and theme is selected. All topics are then interwoven into the big 

idea or theme.   

 

Design and Technology  
In design and technology we strive towards nurturing students to take a leap and try doing 

something they might not be that confident about. It is about developing a ‘Can do’ 

attitude. Thus, learning opportunities are carefully designed and planned that teaches 

students how to take risks and so become more resourceful, innovative, enterprising and 

capable. The process of creating and designing a product is given importance and not just 

the end product. This includes both computer and non-computer related learning tasks.  

 

Science  
Students are taught Science by providing them with learning opportunities to explore, 

investigate and explain the world around them. The focus is to develop a scientific 

temperament; to be critical thinkers and questioners. This involves generating and testing 

ideas, gathering evidence including making observations, carrying out investigations, 

modelling, communicating and debating with others. Learning opportunities are linked to 

the big idea for the term.  

 

Social Sciences   
Through social sciences a conscious effort is made for students to understand society, 

the world and their role in it.  Learning activities are related to the big idea and are 

carefully planned to encourage students to become aware, to become critical and 

informed and responsible citizens of the community and world. Islamic aspect of society 

and an individual’s role in it is also embedded in the learning tasks.  

 



 

The Arts  
Students are nurtured to express themselves through different forms of art. It is 

interwoven into different aspects of their curriculum. Students engage in drama and role 

plays. 

 

Students also learn different forms of art styles and paintings. This includes learning 

about the artists and their life stories. Students work hard to create at least two pieces 

of high quality art work each term. They are proud of their work which is displayed on 

the classroom walls or on the display boards outside.  

 

Islamic Studies and Qur’an  
Islamic studies is taught for 30 minutes, 4 times a week. The goal is for the students to 

know, understand and embed the Islamic principles and practice into their everyday life. 

The focus is on Aqidah, Qur’an and Hadeeth, Ibadah, Seerah, Akhlaq and name of Allah.  

 

Students not only pray Duhr salah in congregation but also lead it.  

 

In Quran class, we run a rich program where students learn a different Surah every term. 

We look together at the reasons of revelation, the meaning of the Aayat and learn how 

to read with Tajweed; learning a different Tajweed rule every time. We memorise the 

Aayats by writing them down.  

 

Arabic  
In Arabic we have a rich and balanced curriculum that includes reading, writing, oral 

language and grammar. 

 

In reading, we think of learning skills using modelled, guided and independent reading. The 

focus is on building fluency in reading, developing comprehension skills, and enriching their 

vocabulary. The students are taught individually or in small level based or mixed ability 

groups depending on the needs and as per outcomes on formal assessments. Reading app 

‘Mqroa’ has been introduced to enhance their reading skills.  

 

In writing, our teaching aim to impart a balance of knowledge, skills and understanding. 

To achieve this, students learn about writing and through writing. Students get the 

opportunity to write every day. 

 

Our oral language is used in a way that encourages them to express ideas and identity, 

think critically and develop an in depth understanding. 

 

 

 



 

 

Homework  
Homework for the year six students is an extension of their learning in the classroom for 

that week. It covers curriculum areas of literacy, numeracy and Islamic Studies. 

Homework is given once a week, every Wednesday, and is expected to be returned by 

Monday. It is posted on google classroom. Students can choose to do it in their homework 

books or do it online.  

 

Students also receive homework in Arabic and Qur’an. They get a reader and other 

learning tasks every week in their Arabic homework kit.  

 

 

Contact  
You are always welcome to contact me on zainab.farooqi@iqra.school.nz for any 

information, support or may be to just exchange greetings.  

 

 

Have a good year ahead! 

Happy Learning!  

Have fun!  

 

LEAD THE IQRA WAY!!!  
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